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What a year!
Who could have predicted what this year would bring when we celebrated New Year’s Day 2020?
We hadn’t heard of words such as Coronavirus and Covid-19. We would have laughed if we were
told that the Adult Education Centre and tuition out-Centres would be closed for months. Wearing
masks, sanitising classrooms, sitting 2m apart, no tea-breaks and no trips – hilarious!
This all happened and yet somehow we’ve learned to get through this strangest year. There was a
great sense of celebration when classes resumed on 21st September last and some form of normality
came back to our lives. However, we are mindful that some of our regular students were unable to
return to classes this term. We look forward to see all those students back in the Centre when they
feel it is safe to return to classes.
Read on to see what’s been happening with BARWS and the students since September……….

New Normal
It’s great to be back in school. Coming to school is like some sort of normality in a fearful and unstable
world. Coming to class takes your mind off things and is good for your mental health. It’s great to
continue with our learning and education. We really enjoyed learning how to sign our names using sign
language.
But school is now a different experience. We are all becoming “clean freaks” cleaning, sanitising and
wearing masks. It’s frustrating at times but it’s needed to keep everyone safe and to protect one another.
We also really miss the coffee breaks, the chat and meeting other students.
But we all still look forward to coming to class. The routine is great and it’s nice to have some “craic”
and a laugh in class. We all go home from school in great form.
Anne-Marie, Gillian and Samantha
L3 Communications & Personal Effectiveness
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Beginners’ Computers – Tuesday morning class
Congratulations to the Tuesday morning Beginners’ Computer class
who typed up their work for this newsletter, attached it to an email
and sent the email to the office. Fantastic to see the learners use their
new IT skills to showcase their work! Well done to the learners and
their tutor Joanne.

Christmas with Covid
Christmas will be very different this year as
people are restricted as to where we can and
cannot go. It’s going to be lonely for the old
people but please God we will get through this and
everybody will be ok.

My course has started back after the school was
closed since March due to Covid and it’s just
so weird. They had to divide the class into two,
I miss the other people as we were a great
bunch and we worked well together.
Masks have to be worn, the computer has to be
cleaned down and we have to keep our distance
from each other.

Hopefully we can all pull together and put this
Covid behind us.

It’s very hard, hopefully we can get back to
normal when this Covid is all over, please God.

Patrick

Denise

Back to living
Everything seemed normal. People lived a beautiful life. At least, they were thinking it was a beautiful
life. Days were very busy for us. We were used to having our daily routines. We never thought of
another kind of life. However, suddenly, everything started to be different.
A couple months ago, the entire world changed. At first, in one of the biggest countries of the world,
the things were not the same. The people started to get ill. Everyday there were more and more people
getting sick. The saddest thing was that many of them died. Everything happened so fast. The doctors
discovered a new virus. It was a very dangerous virus. They called it COVID-19.
One by one, this virus affected every country in the world. The people started to live with big fear.
After a few weeks, people had to stay in their own houses. Schools and the big shops closed. Many
people lost their jobs. Flights were cancelled. It was a real chaos in the world.
It’s November and things do not look too well. I think we will have a long winter ahead. I hope
everything will be ok and soon get back to living our lives.
Magdalena

Halloween
This year Halloween was cancelled due to Covid-19. A lot of kids were not allowed to trick or treat,
due to government guidelines. There was no Ballymun festival this year. There were a few fires but
the Council removed most of them. Hopefully, Christmas won't be cancelled because of the travel
restrictions. We only came back to school after 6-months lockdown. We are happy to be back.
Bernard
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QQI Level 2 Craft Group
The QQI Level 2 Craft students have been busy working with their tutors Dee and Regina to get these
beautiful Christmas candle centrepieces ready for Christmas. What a creative group!

Returning Back to Our Course after Lockdown
Lockdown was very hard on everyone. People were going off their heads not knowing what was
going to happen next, stuck in the house all the time, only leaving for essential things. Queueing
outside shops and keeping your distance from each other, wearing masks and sanitising your
hands was the only way to try keep your family and everyone else safe.
I was delighted to receive a letter from Ballymun Adult Education Centre to say we would be
returning back to our course. I had mixed feelings about this as the virus was still spreading
around the place but I was looking forward to getting some sort of “normal” back into my life.
The first day back I was a bit nervous but I have to say they had everything in place. We were
given times to come to class so we all wouldn’t be together in the corridor. Hand sanitisers were
put all around the place so you could sanitise your hands. We all had to wear our masks entering
the school, in class and leaving the building. The canteen was not opened so we would all be safe
as we had to keep our distance from each other. At the start of a class we would clean our own
table down and the area we were working in and when we were finished, we’d do the same thing
again.
The staff were very helpful to us, meeting us at the door and making sure we felt safe. As time
went by it just became a routine and I enjoyed every class.
Samantha
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Geography Class
Students from the Geography class meet with their tutor Regina on Tuesday afternoons to learn about
the planets, climate, rock formation, countries, rivers, mountains and much more……. The group are
disappointed that due to Covid-19 restrictions they haven’t been able to take any field trips this year.
Hopefully, that will change next year. Here are some comments from the group;
The geography class is fantastic. It is very easy-going and interesting. I have learned a lot about the
continents and the world. I have learned about the different rocks of the earth and what they are made
from.
John
The class is brilliant and we learn a lot from our tutor Regina. We learn a lot about the continents,
planets, rivers and mountains. Also about countries, cities and populations.
Tony
This class is more than about geography. It’s an opportunity for social interaction. We have music,
stories and legends. It’s a lifeline! We learned about Ireland, it’s counties, mountains, rivers and
islands. It’s inspired me to learn the 50 states of America.
Patricia
The geography class is a lovely class. It’s so relaxing listening to Regina and all the information she
gives. I was very interested in Ireland. The rivers, mountains, counties and provinces. You like to
know about your own country first.
Ann C.
When I joined the geography class I immediately loved it because it is easy learning with no pressure.
I was shocked at how little knowledge I had of the newer countries and as for the planets I had never
studied them before. I tried out my new knowledge on friends and family and they were fascinated and
started looking them up on the internet which is not as interesting as our class.
Ann F.

Well done to the Monday evening ‘Introduction to Computers’ students who showed off their new
skills when they emailed comments to their tutor Dee on how they feel about this class:
I can’t believe how much I have learned in the classes, thanks so much. David
I find the class very good and very interactive. Thank you for your patience. It’s nice to be back
at school again. M.
I really look forward to coming to the class on Monday. I’m learning so much. Thanks. Carmel
I am enjoying the learning and it has been worthwhile. Thanks. Joe
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Horticulture Class
The horticulture students have been cleaning up the courtyard
in the Adult Education Centre and planting boxes and hanging
baskets to cheer us all up on the dark winter days. Thanks to
the students and tutor Dee for all your hard work.

Speaking of horticulture……………………

Tutor Mary Archer retired from BARWS on 23rd October.
Mary worked with BARWS since 2010 delivering a number of adult
basic education programmes.
Over the last four years, Mary introduced and developed the
Horticulture and Life Cycles programmes providing students with
the opportunity to improve literacy and numeracy skills using more
‘hands-on’ methods. She also mentored and supported tutors who
weren’t quite so ‘green-fingered’ to ensure that the students were
receiving expert advice and know-how.
Feasts produced by horticulture students under Mary’s guidance are
legendary; new potatoes, lettuce, tomatoes, green beans, peas,
parsley, courgettes and strawberries feature strongly at the end of
term lunch in the Adult Education Centre.
Thank you Mary. We wish you well in your retirement.
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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas.....
A Christmas Memory
My funniest Christmas memory is when Santa had visited my children and gave them gifts. Santa
mistakenly left his phone on the Christmas present and then wrapped it. When Santa realised his
phone was missing, he called it and we heard the phone ringing inside the wrapped present. That
is my Christmas memory.
Jennifer

Christmas Hope
I hope all the families in the world have a
safe Christmas. 2020 was a worrying
time for the world. 2021, I hope, will be
good and safe for all the world.
Good health and merry Christmas to all.
Catherine W.

How to Take the Stress out of Christmas
Presents, Shopping and Wrapping
Presents: if you have the money and if there is a sale
on, pick something up if it is cheap and good value.
And buy early if you can.
Wrapping: as soon as Christmas things come into
the shop buy them and start wrapping your presents.
Then you can enjoy your Christmas.
Edel M.

Some Christmas Cheer and the End of a Difficult Year
To start with, I hope my mother’s health gets better so my father and I can get in to see her in the
care home. I know that would cheer us all up. We would feel like a family again, especially at
this time of the year. That would make Christmas for me.
It would make my mother’s family very happy to visit her in the care home. With COVID-19, it
makes it hard for people to meet up. But hopefully, in time, things will get better for everybody.
Stephen B.

A different Christmas

Christmas

I am and I am not looking forward to
Christmas because of Covid-19, with
kids and family not seeing each other.

Last Christmas we went to my mother's for
dinner. Each year we stay for Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day, we have a drink to celebrate and
open presents.

I spend Christmas at home with my
family and friends.
Ray

We share time with friends and family and we ring
in the New Year.

Bernard
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Christmas
C is cheerful celebration.
H is for happy holidays.
R is for Rudolph’s red nose.
I is for icicles hanging from the ivy.
S is for snow on the ground.
T is for tinsel on your tree.
M is for Merry Christmas.
A is for away in a manger.
S is for stocking hanging from the
fireplace!
Brian

Christmas is a time to be spent with your friends and family. I love to
dance and sing, warm by the fire. The children love to play outside with
their new toys and having snowball fights.
After the year we’ve spent afraid, we deserve to be happy and see our
friends and family.
Deborah
This Christmas
This Christmas I will be putting up my Christmas tree. The lights on the
tree will be able to switch on and off. My boyfriend will be with me in
my house. I will wrap up the Christmas presents for my family and
friends. I like to watch nice Christmas movies on the television.
Anne Marie C.
Christmas this year will be like no other. We have lost family and friends because of
Covid-19. The last eight months has been hard on a lot of people. A lot of businesses have
closed down and mental health has gotten so much worse for people living in active
addiction and recovery.
Everyone loves Christmas though. It brings so much joy. So, everyone, if you can, smile
and enjoy the build up to Christmas and New Year. Be grateful you have made it and
remember those who haven’t.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Sarah
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Gather Around
As the air gets thin,
And the wind starts to rhyme,
The days get darker,
It’s nearly Christmas time.
So gather around,
All your daughters and sons,
Open all the presents
And have some fun.
Christine

Christmas Traditions
Christmas tradition in my house is getting the house all decorated and having lots of fun with the
grandchildren. It is great to see the smile on their faces when it is all done.
Unfortunately, this year is a lot different because of Covid-19. We have not seen the grandchildren as
much as we would have liked.
I hope next year will be different.
Gerard

Christmas
The best Christmas present I got was from my girlfriend. It is an iPhone 8 and I love it. It was a great
surprise because I got it early.
My favourite Christmas film to watch is Home Alone. I hope it will be on television this year, as I
would like to watch it with my girlfriend and my two kids.
Alan
Alan Heffernan
Tied above the fireplace
All cosy and warm.
On Christmas Eve night,
Flickering Christmas tree lights.
This has to be
One of my favourite nights.
Pierce
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Visual Art Group
The artwork on pages 7, 8, 9 and 10 have been produced by students from STAR Project with their
tutor Mark. We are delighted to have the opportunity to display this creative work.

Christmas
C is for children.
H is for holly wreath on your door.
R is for Rudolph on the sleigh.

My Christmas Visit
When I was living in England I went to Belgium. I
travelled there on a plane with my kids. We stayed at
my sister’s house.

I is for ice in your drinks.

Other family members came too. We all ate dinner
together and afterwards we opened the presents.

S is for Santy giving out toys.

Rachel

T is for tree decorating.
M is for Merry Christmas.
A is for angel at the top of the tree.
S is for snow. I hope it’s snowing for
Christmas!
Francis

Christmas with Covid-19
Christmas is not the same. I go to school 3 days a
week, but our classes are not the same. They are
reduced to six students per class. We usually have a
Christmas quiz every year, but this year we cannot
have one because of Covid-19.
It is very sad because it is a time all the students,
tutors and office staff come together. At break time,
the tutors and staff would serve us with cakes,
biscuits, tea and coffee.
John

Page 10

Christmas Memories
I came to Ireland 20 years ago. Next month brings a new Christmas but, with Covid-19, nobody can go
shopping or out to dinner with friends.
For me, this makes no difference. One of my memories is when I moved to Dublin with my family, from
Wicklow, 3 years ago. For our first Christmas in Dublin, we got a small Christmas tree. I cooked, using
a chafing dish for dinner and we had a cake for dessert.
For Christmas presents, there were red bags on the tree with ‘lucky money’ in them. Each bag had a
different amount of money in it. My children could pick 3 bags each. They hoped to get the bags with
the most money in them. When they were unlucky, and only got small amounts of money, I said they
might have better luck next year.
Amy (Yan)
Christmas time
Christmas is nearly here
That brings joy and cheer
Christmas tree up with lights of glimmer
Christmas pjs on and a belly full of dinner
Sitting by the fire looking at Saint Nic
With my loved ones with all the care
Giving presents to the ones you love
To cherish and to spare
The house is full of candle lights
The family is singing Silent Night
We look up and the stars are bright
All is nice on Christmas night.
Ho ho ho merry Christmas!
Rebecca

Christmas Crackers
Q. Who is Rudolph’s favourite pop star?
A. Beyon-sleigh!
Q. What do monkeys sing at Christmas?
A. Jungle bells!
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The Spellwell Group and their tutor Breda want us to try out their word challenges!
Some word challenges to help improve your spelling


Think of one word for each letter of the alphabet.



Can you think of 10 verbs (action words) e.g. dance, talk, sit?
Write them, then write them again in the past tense.



Write 5 words. Give each vowel a score of 5 and each consonant a score of 10. Now add up the
value of the words. (Vowels are a, e, i, o and u. All the other letters are consonants).



Think of a word. Write it down. Now write at least 2 smaller words made from your word, for
example: catch – cat – hat.



Pick 12 words from a magazine/newspaper/any reading material.
Copy them, then write them again in alphabetical order.



Look for compound words (which are new words we make when we push two words together
to form a different word), for example, wardrobe, blackboard, armchair.
See how many you can find in the classroom or in your own home.



How many words can you find in “Happy New Year”?
Keep looking – you should find about 130!!
Happy Christmas from the Spellwell Group
John, Anna, Liz, David, Samantha and Gerard

What do I Miss? – The Cup of Tea
Knock on the door.
Hello, you’re very welcome. Come on in and I’ll put the kettle on.
Is this an ‘Irish’ thing or do other countries have the same hospitableness? I think not.
It gives such a warm feeling, like being wrapped in kindness.
Any news….?
Did you hear….?
Did you see….?
The world outside comes inside for a little while and then it’s down to brass tacks.
Hearts are unloaded, worries unburdened, tears of happiness or of sorrow are shed,
thoughts shared, maybe even a dream; all released in the sacred space created by the
sharing of a cup of tea.

Mary G.
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Take a break from watching TV and try this Maths puzzle.

Answer to maths puzzle: 129
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History in the Making
On Tuesday, 23rd October 2018, I was privileged to attend a conference in Glasnevin Cemetery
Museum on the Influenza Pandemic of 1918 /1919. An exhibition on this subject was launched
and ran until April 2019.
My reason for being there was simply because my maternal uncle Paddy had died at the age of 7
years from this awful pandemic and is buried in Glasnevin Cemetery.
I was very fortunate to have family information which included his Holy Communion and family
photos. Also included in my collection were two of his copy books from school with his beautiful
handwriting. The last entry was dated 14th October 1918.
He died 9 days later from what the family called ‘The Black Flu’.
What made it more poignant were the postcards my grandfather had sent to his little son from
France where he fought in World War I. All still perfectly legible. These have been included in
the exhibition.
The day of the conference happened to fall on the 100th anniversary of Paddy’s death. The
historical significance and the information from that period in time was for me, an education.
Eithne

15th November 2014. The day my world fell apart.
My mother died. She was both mother and father to us. You see, in 1966 my father was killed on
the S.S. Irish Oak, down the docks. My mother was 34 and my father was 35. He was 35 on 5th of
February and died on 17th February. My mother was left with seven children and expecting my
little sister. We ranged from 11 to 2 years and she was three months pregnant. The nuns wanted
her to put us in care because in those days you got no help from anyone. But my mother was strong
and she wouldn’t hear of that. So she went out to work for us.
She worked very hard as a cleaner. She got up about 4.30 in the morning and made us a big pot of
porridge and went out at 5 and worked until 9 every morning. She would come home and get us
all off to school, then she would clean the house, cook our dinner, look after the younger ones and
then she would go back out again and clean from 5 to 9 in the evening. But she did it for us.
My mother was some woman! As I said, we lost her in 2014 at the age of 83. All her kids, grandkids
and great grandkids loved her. She told them stories about being in the war, all made up of course.
They loved her so much.
I miss her. My heart is broken, even at my age. Love you, Ma.
Anna
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Jim Larkin
If sometime you’re walking on O’Connell Street
Take a stop at a great man’s feet.
His name is Jim Larkin and he stands there alone
On a pedestal made of stone.
He came to us in our hour of need
To bring down the bosses who were full of greed.
It was hard at times but he kept us going
And risked his life while the Union was growing.
He had to hide but he stuck by our side
And got us money from across the tide.
He was a fighter for a struggle that we could not take on
So he became our adopted son.
He done so much in a very short time
‘Til the bosses had to pay for their crime.
They kept us at heel, they kept on call
But we were never going to fall.
He came down the Liffey, it was a sight to be seen
He stood on that boat and we shared our dream.
A fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay
Is not much to ask for a twelve-hour day?
He is in our life every night and day
Because we listened to what he had to say.
He got us all that we have today
Like better money and holiday pay.
He gave us the right to voice
Anything it’s now our choice.
We can speak our mind without a sacking
Because we have the unions’ backing.
This is all down to one brave man, his name is Jim
And we’re so proud of him.
So take that stop
And let him know that all he has done is not forgot.
May he rest in peace as we pray for him
Our much beloved uncle Jim.
Eugene

Jim Larkin
James Larkin known as ‘Big Jim’ was
born in Liverpool. He moved to Dublin
in 1908 and later that year he founded
the Irish Transport and General
Workers Union (ITGWU).
In 1913 some 100,000 workers were
‘locked-out’ of their jobs when their
employers would not allow them to join
Larkin’s union.
The Lock-Out lasted for over seven
months while workers fought for better
conditions and ‘a fair day’s pay for a
fair day’s work.’
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QQI Certification
During 2020, despite tuition being suspended for many months, 85 students submitted 97 portfolios
for authentication at QQI levels 2, 3 and 4.
Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 restrictions, we have been unable to celebrate our students’
achievements but hopefully that will change next term.
Here are photos of Carol, Rebecca and Edel with their certificates for L3 Breakfast Cookery and Atillio
who received his certificate for L3 ESOL. Congratulations and well done to all our students!

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Breakfast Cookery
group were unable to do the cookery demonstrations
together while in class.
The students collected ingredients and PPE from
tutor Maeve in the Centre, went home and completed
the tasks to demonstrate their cookery skills while
recording the evidence.
Here is Rachel showing the feast she produced! Well
done to all the students for completing this task with
Maeve’s remote support.

The Wednesday Level 3 Health and Fitness group work on their socially distanced stretches!
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Back to Christmas……….

The daytime L3 ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) class and their tutor Áine send
Christmas and New Year greetings in their own languages:
Hello my name is Svetlana and I am from Riga in Latvia. My greeting is written in the Russian
language:
Пусть это Рождество будет волшебным и исполнит одно , но самое заветное желание. То
желание, что будет делать вас счастливым весь последущий год, вдохновлять вас и наполнять
сердце радостью каждый день.
May this Christmas be magical and let it fulfill one wish, but the most cherished wish. The wish that
will make you happy for the whole year, inspire you, and fill your heart with joy every day.
My name is Oksana and I am from Riga in Latvia. My greeting is written in the Russian language:
Рождество – удивительный праздник. Его безумно любят дети и взрослые, младенцы и
старики, мужчины и женщины. Поэтому хочется в этот волшебный день пожелать всем
здоровья, счастья и душевного уюта.
Christmas is an amazing holiday. Children and adults, babies and old people, men and women are
madly in love with him. Therefore, on this magical day I would like to wish everyone health,
happiness and peace of mind.
Hello my name is Tatiana. I am from Lielvarde in Latvia. My greeting is written in Latvian:
Priecīgus Ziemassvētkus un laimīgu Jauno gadu!
Baltus Ziemassvētkus un patīkamiem notikumiem, bagātu Jauno gadu!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Wishing you a white Christmas, enjoyable occasions in the rich New Year!
سنة جديدة سعيدة
ُكل عام وأنتم بصحة وسعادة

Happy New Year
I wish you all happiness and health
My name is Afia. I am from Misurata in Libya.
My greeting is written in Arabic. We read and write from right to left.
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Hello my name is Rina from Albania. My greeting is written in Albanian:
Në Shqipëri festojmë Vitin e Ri. Në Dhjetor ne zbukurojmë pemën dhe shtëpinë me drita për Vitin e
Ri. Ne nuk shkojmë në restorante, ne festojmë në shtëpi me kushërinjtë dhe miqtë. Ne u bëjmë
dhurata fëmijëve dhe shkruajmë një kartolinë dhe i urojmë njëri-tjetrit Gëzuar Vitin e Ri dhe
shëndet për shumë vite.
In Albania we celebrate the New Year. In December we decorate the tree and the house with lights
for the New Year. We don’t go to restaurants, we celebrate at home with cousins and friends. We
give presents to children and write a card and we wish each other Happy New Year good health for
many years.
Hello my name is Josiane. I am from Ngozi in Burundi. My greeting is written in Kirundi:
Noheri nziza, n’umwaka mushya muhire. Uzababere uw’amahoro n’ibyishimo.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I hope you have a joyful and peaceful year.
Hello my name is Áine and I’m from Ireland. My greeting is written in the Irish language:
Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise duit.
Merry Christmas and a happy new year to you.

Students from the St Michael’s House Omni Park group have been discussing Christmas with
their tutor Christine:

What Christmas Means to Me
“I like that children all around the world get toys from Santa. I love having all my family together
on Christmas Day too.” Aoife
“I like having my family all around me, opening my Christmas presents and listening to
Christmas carols.” Brian
“I love my Christmas dinner and I really look forward to getting new bags.” Bridgietta
“I like opening my Christmas presents and having my family all around me. I like listening to
Christmas carols too.” Joseph
“I like having my family around me and having them celebrate the whole Christmas season with
me.” Sandra
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The Monday evening English class have been discussing ‘A Peculiar Year’ with their tutor Jessica:
It all started in March, first Easter was cancelled and no one was allowed to leave the country. Pubs
and restaurants were shut down and people were devastated because some of them were losing their
jobs and not knowing how they were going to pay their mortgage and bills. The Government decided
to help them to pay.
Christmas will be difficult this year because of Covid. It is hard on some mothers who have to go
online because they do not know how to do it and they are waiting on the shops to open. They are
afraid they might not be able to get the toys for the children that Santy will bring them. But what is
most important of all is family and friends.
Happy Christmas everyone.

Mary

For all those who said on New Year’s Eve last year, “this is going to be my year!!” How’s that going
for you? I was told when I was asked to do this piece not to get sad. How could you not get sad?
Everything you have ever known is gone. The pictures, gone. Swimming pools, gone. Even taking a
girl’s hand on the dancefloor, all a thing of the past now. History books tell us the future will be
bright.
Back in the day, when thinking of the year 2020 you would think about flying cars etc. To be honest,
how good did we have it back then? Take me back! Kenneth
This was a difficult year for me to overcome with the birth of my grandchild. In this time with the
world devastated by a disease called Covid, not being able to see our first grandchild! All things
said and done, finally being able to see her was wonderful. It was so nice for my kids to see their
niece.
Derek
The WHO
The World Health Organisation or WHO, had feared that dogs could spread the Coronavirus and
ordered all dogs that were exposed to the virus to be held in quarantine. After review, The WHO
announced that dogs cannot contract Coronavirus. Dogs previously held in quarantine can now be
released. “Who let the dogs out!” Ronan
My 2020
Well it was 2020 when we were all in lockdown, that schools were closed. The shops were closed
and you could only meet friends in the parks for a catch up. It was very hard. All our lives changed
so much but we will get through this. It was sad not to see the grandchildren for weeks.
Then after weeks it was lifted and the shops opened, but things didn’t get back to normal. It was so
hard. Then we got back to school which was great but it was so different.
The classes were smaller and we didn’t have a tea break because the HSE guidelines, but it was great
to be back. I hope someday we might get back to some kind of normal. I hope someday they get a
vaccine for Covid-19.
Shirley S.
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My Covid Christmas
Last Christmas, I wrote an account of my Childhood Christmas memories for the student newsletter.
Life was much simpler then. This Christmas, I’ve been asked to write another piece for the newsletter
but oh what a different Christmas this is shaping up to be and oh what a year we’ve had!
In the last months of 2019, reports emerged from Wuhan, China of an unknown virus in a Wet Market.
Pictures on television showed the market which looked very chaotic. But no-one took much notice,
there was always some sort of ‘flu coming out of China and people there wore masks a lot.
The reports kept coming and each one was worse than the last. People were dying in droves. Worse
still, this virus was air borne and spreading rapidly throughout the world. Scientists named it Covid19 as it emerged in 2019. It evoked memories of the deadly Spanish ‘Flu which had ravaged the world
in 1918 killing thousands of people and lasted several years.
The world as we know it changed radically. There were wholesale lockdowns everywhere in an effort
to curb the virus. People resorted to panic buying, desperately stocking up on essentials. Things we
took for granted were suddenly taboo. Holidays abroad? Forget them. Travel in Ireland? Forget that
too. Visiting one’s elderly parents was also taboo.
Despite these efforts the virus relentlessly spread around the world and the death toll rose ever upwards.
Hospitals were inundated and Frontline Workers were battered to exhaustion as they tried desperately
to save their patients. All we were seeing and hearing was Covid-19.
As the first wave receded restrictions were lifted and some freedom to move around were welcomed.
People could visit local parks and meet family members in socially distanced groups. It was common
practice now to see people everywhere wearing masks. Our new heroes were Professor Luke O’Neill
and Dr. Tony Houlihan and we hung on to their every word. Hands, face, space became our new mantra
– wash hands, cover face, take space from contacts.
Scientists around the world, united in working desperately to find a cure, have developed a vaccine
which is showing great promise. All we can do now is wait and hope that this is the miracle the whole
world has been waiting for.
And this Christmas for all the millions of children around the world anxiously asking ‘will he come?’
the answer is ‘Yes! Santa will definitely come.’ The world will cope as it always has done.
Cora
Ray of Hope
Oh what a year that was! This time last year none of us expected anything different than usual. We
started the year with great expectations. Our history class always look forward to the great field trips
tutor Regina organises for us. They are always based on whatever part of history we are studying at the
time. Over the years we have visited museums, Leinster House, the Mansion House and castles to name
but a few. The trips help to bring history to life. When we are told extra little interesting facts it makes
it all so much easier to remember.
Luckily we managed to get one trip in this year in February to the Abbey Theatre before all the lockdown
started. It was brilliant. We had hoped for a return visit but it was not to be. At least there is a ray of
hope now that we are all back in class.
In the meantime, here’s wishing everyone a safe and Happy Christmas.

Kay
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Happy Christmas and goodbye to 2020
Farewell to Maeve

On Friday, 13th November, we bid farewell to our tutor Maeve who has
taken up a tutor’s role with the Prison Service.
Maeve worked with BARWS since 2001 and has delivered classes in
Trinity Comp. and the Adult Education Centre and also in out-Centres
including STAR Project, Linx CES, Ballark Training Centre, Virgin
Mary School and Geraldstown House.
BARWS students, tutors and staff wish Maeve good luck in her new job.
Spellwell and Maths tutor Breda will retire from BARWS at the end of
this term. We’ll have more about this in our next newsletter but in the
meantime, happy retirement and thank you Breda!

If you would like to improve your reading, writing, spelling, maths or computer skills,
please contact Clare, Denise or Linda at 01 8622402
or call in to BARWS office in Ballymun Job Centre
On behalf of the Scheme’s office staff and tutors I would like to thank all of our students for your
commitment to learning during this most difficult year. We have been overwhelmed by your kind
words, understanding and support during this Covid-19 time.
My work contract with the Scheme will end in December so I would like to take this opportunity to
thank BARWS Board of Management, tutors and staff and my colleagues in CDETB Ballymun for their
support and friendship over the last six years. What a team!
Thank you to all the BARWS students whom I have met and worked with since I started as a volunteer
tutor back in 1993. I have enjoyed working with each of you. There is no doubt that I have learned so
much more from you than you ever learned from me during my days as a tutor.
Thank you to all the community colleagues I have worked with in my current role. I appreciate your
support for the Scheme and the expertise from your own roles that you have shared with me.
Recently appointed Adult Literacy Organiser, Clare Campbell, will manage the day-to-day workings of
the Scheme and I wish her every success in this role.
I wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas and good health for 2021.
See you around! Christine Carroll, Scheme Manager
After the Christmas and new year break,
BARWS office will re-open on Monday,
4th January 2021.
Classes will resume from Monday, 11th
January, 2021. We will contact students
with dates for return to classes.
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